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of universal consent among Christians that no man is to
suffer exclusion from their society for any breach of
Christ's laws that is not of a flagrant and outrageous
kind. Though it is common to hear a man pronounced
no Christian for not believing in what is called the Atone-
ment, yet no such excommunication is passed upon men
in whom some very unchristian vices, such as selfishness
or reckless party-spirit, are plainly visible. The reason
of our tolerance in the latter case is that we all acknow-
ledge the immense difficulty of overcoming a vice when
it has become confirmed, and we charitably give the man
who has visibly not overcome his vices credit at least for
struggling against them.

This is quite right; only we ought to be just as tole-
rant of an imperfect creed as we are of an imperfect prac-
tice. Everything which can be urged in excuse for the
latter may also be pleaded for the former. If the way to
Christian action is beset by corrupt habits and misleading
passions, the path to Christian truth is overgrown with
prejudices and strewn with fallen theories and rotting
systems which hide it from our view. It is quite as hard
to think rightly as it is to act rightly, or even to feel
rightly. And as all allow that an error is a less culpable
thing than a crime or a vicious passion, it is monstrous
that it should be more severely punished; it is monstrous
that Christ, who was called the friend of publicans and
sinners, should be represented as the pitiless enemy of
bewildered seekers of truth. How could men have been
guilty of such an inconsistency ? By speaking of what
they do not understand. Men, in general, do not under-
stand or appreciate the difficulty of finding truth. All
men must act, and therefore all men learn in some degree